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Comments:  

Testimony on Senate Bill No. 2420 

RELATING TO MANSLAUGHTER 

Friday, January 31, 2020 

10:00am 

Conference Room 016 

State Capitol 

415 South Beretania Street 

  
Chair Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair Jarrett Keohokalole, and Members of the Committee: 

  

My name is Hoku Werner-Celes and I am the sister of the late beloved Kaulana 
Matthew Auwae Werner. Our lives were drastically changed on the night of April 24th, 
2016. Kaulana was fatally struck and killed and for the pass three and half years it was 
titled as an "alleged drunk driver" she struck him with such force he was internally 
decapitated. She failed to stop and render aide. She tried to cover up with lies upon lies. 
She was sentenced on Nov 1, 2019 1,286 days later. She was charged on two 





  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify! 

I love you my dearest brother. I miss you beyond words. May your beautiful soul rest in 
heavenly peace.  

  

Hoku Werner-Celes  
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For these reasons, I ask that you support this bill. It is a mere benefit to the health 
and well-being of our communities and without your commitment to make this change, 
lives will continue to be at stake. 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify! 
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Hoku Kila Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support SB2420! Defending and standing in the gap for all victims of DUI cases.  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 
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Hearing 

Nygel Martin  Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this measure.  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Richard Mole Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Life post the death of my son Daniel Mole and his friend Jonah Ragsdale who both 
were killed by drunk driver Sierra Burns on February 19, 2018 has been 
devastating.  To lose a child is one of the greatest hurts one can experience.  People 
who choose to drive drunk need to be held responsible for their careless actions and be 
held accountable.  I will no longer be able to hear his voice calling me "Dad". Nor will we 
be able to go his favorite beach with him, see him smile, witness his growth throughout 
life and share of his triumphs.  I yearn for my sons embracment, his hug and especially 
the "I love you Dad".  Sadly all things are now only a memory!  Sierra Burns robbed 
Daniel Mole and Jonah Ragsdale of what they were and what the could have become! 

  

I, Richard Mole, Father of the late Daniel Mole support SB2420! 

  

support SB2420  
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Hearing 

Karin Nomura Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I feel that the addition of "or 

(c) The person causes the death of another person, having demonstrated wilful and 
wanton disregard of the need to exercise reasonable care, which was likely to cause 
foreseeable grave injury or harm to one or more persons, property, or both;" 

is necessary. More so the area highlighted and bolded, as it would apply to construction 
projects; areas of hazard that were known but not corrected to reasonable care; etc. 
Which I hope will be added as a defensive measure - besides just as a measure for 
manslaughter/death, but in any case where foreseeable grave injury or harm to one or 
more persons, property, or both could occur.  As while documentation and laws 
seemingly exist, the actual enforcement of exercising reasonable care seems remiss. 
Maybe this will be a further incentive to correct this practice. 
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Lani Shimabuku Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

My name is Lani Shimabuku, aunt to the beloved Kaulana Matthew Auwae Werner. I 
am providing written testimony in SUPPORT of Senate Bill No. 2420, Kaulana's Bill 2.0, 
which mandates prosecutions for offenders who commit crimes which result in the death 
of another person, where the facts of the case demonstrate the offender's wilful and 
wanton disregard of the need to exercise care. We have experienced first hand the 
failure of the process to ensure the punishment of a crimes fits the offense. In our case, 
the convicted offender wilfully chose to drink, wilfully chose to drive, wilfully chose to 
drive recklessly, took my nephew's life, wilfully chose to not stop and render aid, and 
fled the scene. In our eyes, this is a heinous offense that needs to be charged 
appropriately; i.e. Manslaughter. Please consider this when making a determination on 
this bill. Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.  
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Paul Shimabuku Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

My name is Paul Shimabuku. I am requesting that Senate Bill No. 2420 which requires 
manslaughter prosecutions for wilful and wanton disregard of the need to exercise 
reasonable care that results in the death of another person be passed into law. 

I will make this short and simple to understand. I support this Bill# SB2420 because I'm 
tired of the excuses defense lawyers will use: "drugs affected/hindered my thinking". 
Humans choose their actions, the convicted choose to use whatever mind altering 
drugs, the drugs did not choose the user. 
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drawing board once again to identify other areas of the law and process that could be 

challenged. We identified an opportunity to require the prosecuting attorney to charge 

Manslaughter at the forefront of the indictment.  

Through informal research, we have compiled a list of drunk driving and hit-and-run 

crashes that occurred in Hawaii over the course of several years. This is by no means a 

comprehensive nor exhaustive list, however, it reflects the concern that is presented through 

the intent of this bill; i.e. the seriousness of these crimes and the charge(s) that are applied by 

the prosecuting attorney. I would ask that as you review these cases take note of the charges 

brought up against these offenders by the prosecuting attorney at the time of the offense.  

 
Date Location Charge Case Result Case Description 

October 7, 2000 Oahu Manslaughter 20-year sentence Offender's Ford Thunderbird 
broadsided the victim's 
Honda Civic, killing the 
victim almost instantly. This 
is after the offender went on 
what prosecutors called a 
seven-hour drinking binge. 

January 2, 2001 Oahu Manslaughter 20-year sentence Offender was driving while 
intoxicated, crossed the 
center line and hit another 
vehicle, killing its driver. 
Victim was heading to work. 

July 22, 2008 Oahu 1. Negligent 
Homicide 
2. Failing to 
render aid 

1.5-year sentence Victim died after a vehicle 
hit the victim bicycling home 
along Kamehameha 
Highway. 

March 23, 2010 Oahu 1. Negligent 
Homicide 
2. Failing to 
render aid 

10-year sentence Offender fled the scene 
after a motorcycle collided 
with the victim's truck on 
Farrington Highway near 
Waipahu Intermediate last 
December. The motorcyclist 
died. 

December 17, 
2010 

Oahu 1. Negligent 
Homicide 

10-year sentence Victim was riding with a 
group of bicyclists on 
Kamehameha Highway near 
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must address this by specifically stating that crimes committed with gross negligence will be 

charged upfront as Manslaughter.  

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. Should you have any questions, please feel free 

to contact me.  
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Randi-Lynn Tam Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Chair Karl Rhoads, Vice Chair Jarrett Keohokalole, and Members of the Committee: 

My name is Randi-Lynn Shimabuku (Tam) from Kahaluu, Oahu, and I am the aunt of 
the late Kaulana Werner. I am providing testimonty in support of Senate Bill No. 2520, 
also known as Kaulana's Bill 2.0. My ohana has gone through a lot and hearing the 
leniency in sentencing for the convict in our case added to the frustration. An individual 
who willfully chooses to drink, willfully drive recklessly, strike and kill my nephew, then 
willfully drive away without rendering any aid, deserves more than what this convict got; 
i.e. 10-years for a charge of negligent homicide and 10-years for a charge of failing to 
render aid - TO BE SERVED CONCURRENTLY! Truly unjust in my eyes! Laws need to 
changed for offenders who committ these heinous crimes. I'm asking you to strongly 
consider mandating the proecuting attorney to charge Manslaughter for crimes such as 
these. 20-years to life should be the penalty. Nothing less! Mahalo for the opportunity to 
testify.   

 



SB-2420 
Submitted on: 1/29/2020 10:37:42 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 1/31/2020 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

lexie Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

mary Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

fully support this bill 110% percent no more innocent lives taken! 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shauna Kamaka Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I respectfully submit my testimony in favor of SB2420. I ask that you consider approving 
SB2420 because people who choose to drink and drive and cause someone else's 
death should be charged with manslaughter.  No one is forcing you to drink alcohol and 
get behind the wheel.  In this day and age of cell phones and services like Uber, there is 
no reason why someone needs to drive if they choose to drink.  People need to be held 
responsible for their actions.  There has been an increase in the number of hit and run 
deaths caused by drunk drivers and we need to be proactive to deter people from 
drinking and driving by setting harsher penalties for these crimes.  Myisha Armitage was 
drunk when she hit Kaulana Werner and left him there to die.  Her irresponsible actions 
took someone's life and realistically, she's not even going to spend 10 years in 
prison.  An amazing young man would be alive today if she decided not to drive her 
car.  A harsher penalty will get people thinking twice before they drive impaired.  Thank 
you for your time. 
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Daphne Manago Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  
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Rhibecca Martin Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill!  
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paula werner Individual Support Yes 
 
 
Comments:  
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Nathaniel Kinney Testifying for Hawaii 
Construction Alliance 

Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Members, 

Since many of our members travel across the state visiting multiple job sites, we are 
especially concerned about their safety while driving. 

And with several severe accidents involving drugs and alcohol, or extremely negligent 
behavior, we hope that this change in the law will help deter this behavior and make our 
roadways safer. 
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